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|e you reading the advertisements each 
week in the Times? Many have found 
that it pays well. 





























Afresh, To-Day 
By Plumb E. Wells 


‘*And The King shall say, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 


GAIN in this world’s Judgment Hall of 

time 

The King ofLove and Truth stands mobbed, 
beaten, 

Torn, stripped, cursed, and spat upon, 

While Peters swear, ‘‘Ineverknewtheman!’* 

And friendly footsteps scatter through the 
Night! 


Who strikes His brethren, Jew or Greek, 
strikes Christ ! 

What is this thing a Nation does to Him 

To-Day? ‘*We have no king but Caesar, 
crucify !’’ 

And what do we? Run off, or sit by fires 

Afraid of little maids? Or stand with Him 
To-Day? 
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Why Do We Have Problems? 


Some problems are of our own mak- 
ing. Some are of God’s making. He 
certainly made a grave problem for the 


Children of Israel when, after delivering | 


them from Pharaoh’s hand, he led them 
by “the way of the wilderness of the 
Red Sea” and into a trap, knowing that 
Pharaoh would swiftly come after them 
as they encamped by the sea. But the 


Lord made that problem for Israel, be- 
fore which they were helpless, in order 
to show them that he was not helpless 
and to give them a glorious deliverance. 
Other problems were of Israel’s making 


—and still the Lord delivered them. No 
matter what kind of problem confronts 
us today, no matter how baffling, or 
discouraging, or destroying it may seem, 
the God of Israel is our God, and is just 
as able to deliver us as when he rolled 
back the waters of the sea. A Christian 
business man wrote to a life-long friend 
recently, as they were having to face to- 
gether some problems that were quite 
beyond them: “I am sure that it is of 
the Lord’s goodness that we have these 
problems, and that the answers to them 
are in his keeping for a revelation to us. 
I think you and I and others of our 
staff are somewhat in the position of 
Zebulun and Naphtali who fought in the 
high places of the field. Some one has 
said that leadership is that quality which 
enables one to bear loads without break- 
ing. I should be nearer the breaking 
point many times if one could not de- 
pend upon the Lord to be the leader, 
who bears what we call our responsibil- 
ities without breaking. It is glorious to 
see Him at work; and how good it is 
to rest in Him in the midst of work!” 


=< 
Life’s Secret 


Are scientists nearing the solution of 
the secret of life? At a recent meeting 
in Philadelphia of the American Philo- 
sophical Society, Professor Alexander 
Goetz described his remarkable experi- 
ments in preserving tiny living organ- 
isms, such as yeast cells and bacteria, 
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that the cell molecules cannot lose their 
shape; thus he has kept them alive -“for 
the laboratory equivalent of 10,000 
years.” We constantly read in scientific 
and popular journals that scientists, by 
such experiments, may arrive some day 
at the solution of the origin of life itself, 
and be able to originate life and pre- 
vent death. The Philadelphia Inquirer 
speaks a saner word on this mystery in 
an editorial commenting on the address 
of Professor Goetz. “Refrigerating the 
essence of life indefinitely to be revived 
at will is startling in its significance. But 
it does not constitute creation of life. 
It is not inconceivable that the divine 
spark which is life itself will continue 
to defy test tube manufacture in the 
ages to come as it has in the past. The 
secret of life’s creation may lie beyond 
a frontier which even science cannot 
cross.” Yes, there are indeed frontiers 
which science —man’s best knowledge 
—cannot cross. And life is one of 
these, for life is God, and life is Christ. 
Of Christ only, who is God, can it be 
said, “In him was life” (John 1:4). And 
only Christ can bring to pass the final 
triumph when “the last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26). 
Let us welcome the clear, true note 
sounded by a daily newspaper of large 
circulation in recognizing that God has 
powers beyond man’s ability ever to 
equal or discover. 


Contrasts in Japan and China 


sionary writes about the Japanese 

Messianic obsession. As THE SuN- 
pAY ScHOOL Times has shown in several 
articles discussing Shrine Worship and 
Emperor Worship (Sept. 24, and earlier 
issues), they believe themselves as 
unique a nation as, and even more so 
than, the German racialists. They think 
the emperor divine and the Japanese 
army his bodyguard rather than an 
agency for national protection. Nay 
more, they believe with almost Mo- 
hammedan fanaticism that the nations 
of the world can find their greatest hap- 
piness and true destiny only through 
glorification of the eternal throne of 
Japan. 

It is bruited that sooner or later no 
foreign religion can enter Japan without 
being Shintoized.. This may have given 
rise to the rumor that Romanism alone 


A: EXPERIENCED American mis- 


is to be tolerated. Certainly in the past 
Romanism has, as in China and India, 
assimilated itself to pagan practices. 
Even today the shadows are deepening. 
In Formosa every home is being com- 
pelled to set up a Shinto shrine, and 
Christian homes are not exempt. In 
Manchuria Christian leaders are in 
prison as also in Korea. In Korea no 
new churches may be organized without 
Government approval, and we may be 
sure that if this is granted it will be 
with extreme reluctance. 

Japan has, as no other pagan people, 
adapted the forms and material content 
of Western civilization, as if only to 
illustrate how futile and dangerous a 
thing Western civilization is without 
the soul of Christ. From China in her 
days of terrible distress are coming 
other kinds of reports. A letter from 
an evangelist of the Oriental Missionary 
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Society tells how he has been driven 
with his family far into Shensi. He is 
having meetings in towns and villages, 
and tremendous crowds gather to hear 
the message of salvation. Many have 
accepted Christ. In one Government 
high school a hundred students out of 
six hundred enrolled as new believers. 
“These are not just seekers, but finders,” 
he writes, and reports an invitation to 
hold Bible classes in the school three 
times a week. While the Bible is pass- 
ing from American schools, in many 
places in China it is becoming a daily 
textbook. 

This brother Chu writes: “Having to 
flee for safety has given us opportunity 
to preach to needy hearts. People have 
cried out to me, as I have walked along 
the streets, to pray for them to God.” 
God has given Chu a quiet heart, freed 
from fears, even amidst falling bombs. 
This has attracted the attention of many 
and when he explains the reason they 
listen eagerly. ‘Never have I seen such 
heart-hunger for the Word.” 

Then there is the case of Grace Huang, 
teacher in the Shanghai Bible Institute 
and leader of women’s evangelistic 
bands: 

“I am cut off from everything. I have 
not heard from loved ones or friends for 
a long time. I have lost everything 
except my one dress and my Bible. But 
oh, I thank God no one can take Him 
from me. He is more precious and won- 
derful to me than ever. ‘For which 
cause we faint not; but though our out- 
ward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day.’ My constant 
prayer is, ‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus.’ 
I am looking forward to that blessed 
day when we all shall be united up 
there.” 

The railway coach in which Miss 
Huang was traveling was struck by a 








Japan's Tragic Persecution 


of the Korean Church 




















LMOST unbelievable facts of Japan’s 

control and persecution of the Chris- 
tian Church are reaching America in 
letters from missionaries in Korea— 
letters that could never go through the 
Japanese mails but have come through 
in other ways. The Times will tell the 
tragic story in the leading editorial next 
week in its Missionary Number. It re- 
minds one of the old Spanish Inquisition. 
At a meeting of the Korean Presbyterian 
General Assembly in September, for ex- 
ample, in Pyengyang, the Chief of Police 
of the city and the Chief of Police of 
the province .were seated at two tables 
at the front of the room, while some 
eighty Japanese detectives were scattered 
in the audience, and the building was 
surrounded by police. The Moderator 
and delegates did only what the Police 
told them to do, in their voting and in 
all else. A few courageous souls pro- 
tested, but it was no use. Many of the 
Korean Christian leaders are now in jail. 
The amazing story that will be published 
in the Tres is an imperative call to 
prayer. 
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Japanese bomb and blown to pieces. 
When she regained consciousness it was 
to find dead bodies all about her. She 
started on a long march through devas- 
tated territory and without food, and 
was sustained for two days and nights 
until she reached Christians. After rest 
she undertook with others a preaching 
tour of 270 miles on foot which was 
covered in fifteen days. Her co-workers 
write of revivals in villages along the 
route. 

“We are having to leave here now as 
this is in the danger zone, but we praise 
God for the three days’ revival he has 
permitted us to see in this village. God 
spoke tu hearts and many turned to him. 
We have lost everything and sold our 
bedding and clothes, but that matters 
not. We care for nothing but the sal- 
vation of souls.” 

Others write of praying with those 
of seeking heart right by the roadsides. 
The Christians, driven from large cities, 
are scattered through distant villages, 
and thus the seed is sown in out-of-the- 
way places where the Word was never 
preached before. 

Can it be that we are at the dawn of 
a great national revival in China? 

On the one side the terrible cruelty 
of Japanese pagan militarism; on the 
cther such incidents as the following to 
illustrate what Christ meant by “the 
meek.” 

A vagrant named Li K’ai-fan seized a 
small piece of land belonging to a Chris- 
tian named Chen that he might use it 
as a kitchen-garden for himself. “Ac- 
cording to principle,” .writes Chen, “I 
should have taken him to court at the 
county seat, where he would have been 
punished according to law. I did not 
wish to quarrel with people, yet could 
I let him rob me of my land? I prayed 
about the affair for three days, after 
which the Holy Spirit led me to see that 
I should have no quarrel with worldly 
people. So I presented him with the 
land, taking a writing to his home and, 
in his presence, with witnesses, made 
over to him a perpetual deed. Then Li’s 
conscience smote him, and he was un- 
willing to receive it, but I insisted. 

“Later, during the eighteenth year of 
the Republic, the Reds occupied our dis- 
trict and compelled my neighbor Li 
K’ai-fan to become commander of the 
surrounding countryside. Under his 
command were “The Groping for Melons 
Society’ (am expression for chopping off 
heads) and ‘The Society for Taking Cap- 
tives for Ransom.’ All officials were to 
be executed, and I would have been no 
exception. But Commander Li gave 
secret orders that no one was to be per- 
mitted to molest me, and that if any 
passed my home they should go quietly 
so as not to alarm me. He said that this 
man Chen was a righteous man. I did 
not know this at the time, but heard of 
it later. If when Li had seized my land 
I had gone to law over it, when he be- 
came Commander-in-Chief of the Reds 
it is certain that his head-chopping busi- 
ness would have begun with my head. 
My whole family would have had no 
protection, and the work of the Lord 
would have been greatly hindered. To 
believers who follow the will of the 
Lord all things do work together for 
good.” . 
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It is the meek who shall inherit the 
earth and not the military machines 
with their tanks and airplanes. We see 
not yet all things put under Him, — not 
yet! But it is the Father’s good pleasure 
that some day the little flock shall in- 
herit the Kingdom in China rather than 
the brutal swaggerers who are making 
China’s cities an ash-heap and her coun- 
tryside a wilderness. 

* * a a * 


In an old copy of the Studio, recently, 
was noted an advertisement of Arthur 
Knapp, London, dealer in Japanese 
curios. This is apparently the Rev. Ar- 
thur Knapp who initiated the Unitarian 
Mission to Japan, long since withdrawn. 
At the time, in appealing for Unitarian 
Mission money, which was never forth- 
coming, he remarked: “The Japanese 
are born Unitarians.” True indeed! 
But what they need is the new birth, 
which would make them children of 
God as Brothers Chu and Chen and Miss 
Grace Huang. 
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How Zacchaeus Answered 
the Disciples’ Question 


There is an interesting point in the 
lovely story of Zacchzeus (studied in the 
recent Sunday school lesson of Novem- 
ber 27) that may have escaped some 
teachers and classes: An old friend of 
THE SUNDAY ScHOOL Times, in Ontario, 
brings it out in the following letter. It 
will be remembered that the same les- 
son gave the account of the rich young 
ruler who, unlike Zacchzeus, missed his 
great opportunity. When the young man 
had turned away from the Lord sorrow- 
ful, because “he had great possessions,” 
the Lord amazed his disciples by telling 
him that it was almost impossible for 
a rich man to be saved, and_he empha- 
sized his statement by declaring: “It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God.” The disciples’ 
amazement found expression in their 
exclamation, “Who then can be saved?” 
The Ontario reader writes: 


In studying the story of Zacchzus it 
seemed to me that it is the answer to the 
disciples’ question, “‘Who then can be 
saved?” Zacchzus is a chief man and 
rich; he too was eager to see the Lord 
Jesus, and “ran.” Then the contrast be- 
gins, illustrating how a rich man can enter 
into the Kingdom. Zacchzeus received the 
Lord “joyfully,” and immediately began 
to “unload the camel.” ‘Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and 
if I have taken anything from any man 
by false accusation, I restore him four- 
fold’’ (the law said, double). “And Jesus 
said unto him, This day is salvation come 
to this house.”. For “‘the things which are 
impossible with men are possible with 
God” (Luke 18:27). 


Riches help no man to get to Heaven. 
They have kept many a man out of 
Heaven. But can a rich man be saved? 
If we are in any doubt about this, Zac- 
chzeus will answer the question for us, 
face to face, when we see him in the 
presence of the Lord. 
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The Jew, Yom Kippur, and the Christian’ | ~ | 
By Willtowertt. Richie” * ” 


A visit to a synagogue on the recent Day of Atonement 














IVi AVS 


BOSTON, 














HILE the Jews of the world are 
facing increasing hatred and fur- 


ther limitations in their rights of 


citizenship, and while their own solidar- + 


ity and nationalism are growing, it be- 
hooves the true Christian to be alert to 
his opportunity of friendliness, and 
above all to render that spiritual help 
which the God of Israel would require. 
A recent visit to the Yom Kippur, or 
Day of Atonement, service in a large 
synagogue in Philadelphia, has brought 
to the writer’s attention some elements 
in this complex situation that may be 
of help to members of the true Church. 
(The Day of Atonement came on Octo- 
ber 5 this last autumn.) 


The Need for Sympathy 


When one reads each week of the 
increase of persecution of the Jewish 
people in many lands, and especially 
of their hardships in Palestine where 
they were supposed to have refuge, and 
as one hears it stated that generally 
speaking all Jews think that they are 
hated by all Gentiles, it brings us all 
face to face with the severe reality 
of this great problem. At the very 
outset we do well to realize that 
Satan’s malign influence is back of this 
age-old problem: he hates the Jews, and 
he supremely hates their Messiah. One 
cannot help but observe that persecution 
of the Church generally follows perse- 
cution of the Jews; it has been so in 
Russia and in Germany, and we may see 
the same program carried out in Italy 
ere long. Surely the Christian should 
then be sympathetic with the Jew. It 
has been pointed out by other writers 
that God’s favor does not rest upon 
Israel while she is “out of place,” away 
from her promised land, and while she 
neglects the form of worship that was 
committed to her by Moses. ’ 

This brings us to a consideration of 
the great Day of Atonement, or Yom 
Kippur, as the Jews call it. Every Jew 
throughout all the nations of the world, 
with the least bit of reverence for his 
religion, will observe this day of fasting 
and prayer and will if possible repair to 
some synagogue for one or more periods 
of worship. 

First we must have clearly in mind the 
origin of this great day in the year 
when all sins were to be reckoned with 
and a “clean slate” obtained for “all 
Israel.” We read about its beginning 
in the sixteenth chapter of Leviticus. 
Minute directions were given to Aaron 
the High Priest for his cleansing and 
the offerings he was to make for the 
people. Its very vital importance was 
stressed as follows (vs. 29, 30): “And 
this shall be a statute for ever unto 
you: that in the seventh month, on the 
tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict 
your souls, and do no work at all.... 
For on that day shall the priest make 
an atonement for you, to cleanse you, 


It is probable that many Christians 
do not know just what the Jews be- 
lieve today concerning forgiveness 
of sin, or what goes on in a Jewish 
synagogue on the annual Day of 
Atonement. But in order to lead 
men, of whatever race, to faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
some knowledge of their beliefs and 
their habits of thinking is essential. 
Mr. Richié, who is the Executive 
Secretary of the American Scripture 
Gift Mission and a keen personal 
worker, took the time last October 
to attend a service in a synagogue 
in Philadelphia on the Day of 
Atonement. In this article he tells of 
his visit, gives the Scriptural back- 
ground of the Jewish rites, quotes 
verbatim from the Jewish Prayer 
Book, and makes an appeal to all 
Christians to redouble their efforts 
to lead Jews to Christ in these days 
of great trouble for the people of 
Israel. 








that ye may be clean from all your sins 
before the Lord.” 

Once each year the High Priest was 
to enter the Holy of Holies, beyond the 
veil, with the blood of atonement from 
a bullock and then of a goat and he was 
to “sprinkle it with his finger upon the 
mercy seat, . . . seven times”; for it 
was into this holy place that God would 
come down in a cloud and reveal him- 
self. Then the second of the two goats 
was to be “presented alive before the 
Lord, to make an atonement with him, 
and to let him go for a scapegoat into 
the wilderness” (v. 10). The High 
Priest was to confess upon the head of 
the goat all the sin of the people (v. 21). 
Thus were the Children of Israel to be 
cleansed and forgiven their sins. By this 
Israel was shown that their sins were 
borne far hence and remembered no 
more. These were the detailed require- 
ments for observing this day, and it was 
to bring to Israel a sense of release and 
peace. 


The Service in the Synagogue 


With this background somewhat in 
mind, I again went to a large synagogue 
of a Refcrmed congregation, just as I 
had done in other years. The seats of 
the main auditorium were all reserved 
by ticket (with an offering commensu- 
rate); but in the- basement another serv- 
ice was conducted primarily for younger 
people. Here the regular series of 
prayers and chants and responsive read- 
ings were directed by an assistant rabbi, 
who in turn was assisted by young men 
and at times by two young women. One 
could recognize some of the penitential 
Psalms of David, and catch echoes of 
prayers of contrition. But the atmos- 
phere of the service was rather cold and 
formal, and I saw no spontaneous emo- 





tion nor did I hear any heartfelt appeal 
for righteousness or devotion to the God 
of Israel. The “sermonette” announced 
by the rabbi was given by a young busi- 
ness man (or perhaps he was a college 
student), on the need of youth appreci- 
ating their opportunities of education 
and culture, and the like. It was all 
“horizontal,” that is, concerning human 
relationships, and rather materialistic. 
There was nothing “vertical,” or related 
to the Lord God of Israel. It should 
perhaps be said out of fairness to the 
“Orthodox” service that I visited some 
years ago, that there was more earnest- 
ness and real contrition evident in their 
service, though it was more completely 
in Hebrew. I believe this is quite gen- 
erally the case in the more conservative ° 
groups of Jewish worshipers, —a sense 
of sin and of personal need is evident. 

But the particular part of the “min- 
ister’s” reading during the long service 
that impressed the writer most was that 
which referred to the fact of Israel’s 
dispersion as “a wanderer in foreign 
lands.” Then came this very significant 
statement: “Every day, but mostly on 
the Day of Atonement, they felt the bit- 
terness of their exile from the Holy 
Land and the loss of the ordained means 
of atonement.” 


Misinterpreting Isaiah 53 


Here it is clearly admitted that they 
have been given definitely “ordained 
means” of reconciliation with God, 
which are now lost. But no word is 
given as to how they came to be altered 
because of the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Temple in A. D. 71. This is the 
weak explanation of their plight; and 
there then followed a modern applica- 
tion of the great prophetic message of 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. The 
ritual continues: 

“But in course of time they learned 
to recall rather the promises of grace 
which abound in God’s Word, than the. 
threatenings of his anger: they began to 
understand better and even better the 
deep meaning of the teachings of the 
prophets that all true atonement is per- 
fected in the heart, and when this re- 
turns to God in sincerity, and with the 
firm resolve to do justly, to love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God, the loss of 
altar sacrifice and priest need not make 
them doubt of their acceptance with 
God. Nay, it dawned upon them like a 
rising of a new day that their separation 
from their ancestral homes and their 
dispersion over the earth, far from being 
a punishment only, was in the hand of 
God a means of blessing to all mankind. 
Israel is to witness to the one true and 
living God and to endeavor to unite all 
peoples into a covenant of peace, so 
that the Word should be fulfilled in him: 
‘In his stripes the world was healed, and 
in his bruises, men found new strength, 
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and through his chains the prisoners of 
error were set free.’” 

What a sad mixture of half truths and 
partial facts to give a salve to the con- 
science of Israel! What a departure 
from the truth! It is true that recon- 
ciliation with God is “perfected in the 
heart,” for it is here that faith operates. 
But it must have some revelation and 
fact of history upon which to rest its 
claims. The Prayer Book boldly de- 
clares that “the loss of altar, sacrifice, 
and priest need not make them doubt 
of their acceptance with God.” But on 
what grounds? The Word of God de- 
clares, “Without shedding of blood there 
is no remission” (Heb. 9:22); but they 
declare that by “firm resolve” and moral 
reformation they can be acceptable to 
God. 

Should we not gently remind our Jew- 
ish friends that their prophet Hosea has 
clearly foretold just this predicament 
because of Israel’s sin? “For the chil- 
dren of Israel shall abide many days 
without a king, and without a prince, 
and without a sacrifice, and without an 
image, and without an ephod, and with- 
out teraphim” (Hos. 3:4). Then he ‘adds, 
“Afterward shall the children of Israel 
return.” Would that they might ac- 
knowledge the fact that Jesus of Naz- 
areth was rightly acclaimed by John, 
the baptizing prophet of Jordan, as he 
repeated on two different days, “Behold 
the Lamb of God.” Here is God’s accep- 
table sacrifice for sin. Would that Is- 
rael could see in the Lord Jesus the ful- 
fillment of Abraham’s prophetic word 
to his son Isaac as they climbed the 
mount, “God will provide himself a 
lamb for a burnt offering” (Gen. 22:8). 

Here is the One of whom the prophet 
Moses wrote who fulfilled the types of 
the innocent goat who died for the sins 
of the people, and again the scapegoat, 
which alive carried the confessed sins 
out into the wilderness to be remem- 
bered against them no more. 

But to return to the Yom Kippur rit- 
ual. The claim that their dispersion 
over the earth “was to be a blessing and 
an agency for peace to all mankind” is 
scarcely borne out by the facts of his- 
tory. And to take the personal pro- 
nouns of Isaiah 53, which look forward 
to the Messiah, and apply them to Israel 
as a people is the worst of grammar, 
as well as the poorest of logic. They 
simply do not fit. The world’s stripes 
have never been healed by the persecu- 
tions of Jewry, but rather of late they 
have been the cause of greater friction 
and unrest in Europe. Israel has had 
to suffer for his own sins and by no 
logic can we fit him into the phrases of 
substituticnary suffering as portrayed by 
the inspired pen of Isaiah. It doesn’t 
make good sense to say, as in verse 6, 
“All we like sheep,” whether Jew or 
Gentile, “have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him [Israel], the 


A few years ago Mr. Richie prepared a 
16-page pamphlet for distribution among the 
Jews. It is entitled ‘‘Israel’s Faith and Hope,’ 
and contains Scripture passages showing that 
many prophecies have been fulfilled and that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is Israel’s Messiah. 
Copies may be had at two for 5 cents or $2 
per 100 from the Scripture Gift Mission, 119 
S. Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 
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iniquity of us all.” Israel’s persecution 
at the hands of Germany has not recon- 
ciled that nation to God! 

But when this passage is read as re- 
ferring to the Person of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, the Messiah, it is perfectly clear, 
for he did suffer death, not for himself 
but for others. Peter testified late in 
life that Christ “suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). 

At some future day we believe Israel 
will come to national repentance and 
the words of these inspired verses will 
be used as their confession of faith. In 
the meantime, many individuals are 
making personal confession, sometimes 
outwardly, but often secretly. 

I left the service with a rather heavy 
heart as I realized how futile the effort 
was to “taste the bliss which awaits the 
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sanctified and the pure.” There was no 
“breath of Heaven” there; because it is 
the Holy Spirit’s work to bear testimony 
to the Anointed One, the Lord Jesus, the 
Great Shepherd who gave his life for 
the sheep. 

Would that true Christians today 
might help the Jews to differentiate be- 
tween Gentiles in general and the true 
believers in Christ who are “born from 
above” into the family of the children 
of God. May we who believe show forth 
his praise, and demonstrate the con- 
straining love of Christ for his Chosen 
People. Can we not echo the words of 
that great-hearted Jew of Tarsus, Saul, 
as he wrote to the Roman Christians, 
“My heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they might be-saved” 
(Rom. 10:1). Do we really care? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Christian Standards at Stony Brook School 


The growth of a school where boys receive 


By George C. Friend 

















HE director of the department of 
admissions of a well-known college 
is conferring with the wife of a 
prominent physician about her son’s en- 
rollment. “Yes, Mrs. ——, we can ac- 
cept your boy, but I would suggest that 
you first give him a year in a first class 
preparatory school.” 

“IT think you are right,” said Mrs. ——, 
“but there are literally hundreds of pre- 
paratory schools. Can you suggest the 
best one?” 

“I can recommend two,” replied the 
director, “ School” (naming one of 
the oldest and most famous ones in the 
United States) “and Stony Brook School 
on Long Island, N. Y.” He then added, “I 
mentioned School first because I 
attended it myself.” 

One of the most promising young con- 
cert pianists of the day was soloist with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra last winter. 
One of the first to congratulate him was 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, the Headmaster 
of Stony Brook School, himself an ex- 
pert pianist, to whose inspiring advice 
and leadership during his years at Stony 
Brook the young artist owes much. 

It was an ideal day for football. On 
the field was a team in blue and white. 
Compared with the opposing team, 
drawn from a high school student body 
of many hundreds, the Stony Brook 
boys were outweighed at least ten 
pounds per boy. Only two of them had 
previously played in an actual game. 
They lacked weight and experience, but 
not courage. Their pluck and physical 
condition enabled them to hold their 
opponents te two touchdowns. Defeated, 
but not disgraced, they gathered after 
the final whistle and lustily cheered 
their victorious opponents. 

A noted preacher was conducting spe- 
cial services at Stony Brook. When the 
invitation was given, a large proportion 
of the boys who had never previously 
accepted Christ did so at that time. The 
preachcr himself would be the first 
to. acknowledge that the seed sown 








and watered daily in the constantly 
wholesome and favorable atmosphere 
of the school had merely come to 
fruition during his meetings. Natu- 
rally most of the boys come from 
Christian homes, but others, who come 
from non-Christian or nominally Chris- 
tian homes because of the high scho- 
lastic standing of the school, before 
graduation find Christ as their Saviour 
and Lord. 

Thus has Stony Brook converted into 
glorious reality the inspired visions of 
its founders, and has become an insti- 
tution that exemplifies the truth of the 
words of King Solomon, wisest of men, 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). But these men 
of God also envisioned a school that 
should not be lacking from the scholas- 
tic, cultural, and physical standpoints. 
The illustrations given above, which are 
typical of many others that could be 
related, are proofs that “Stony Brook 
School is unique among American edu- 
cational institutions,” as a noted pub- 
lisher recently said. Certainly Christian 
boys and girls are entitled to educational 
advantages equal to the best in any 
school. Stony Brook fully meets this 
requirement. 

Stony Brook’s present high standing 
could never have been attained were it 
not that throughout its history the fac- 
ulty and staff have been sought on the 
basis of four essential requirements: 
(1) They must know their subjects. 
(2) They must know how to teach. 
(3) They must have a sympathetic un- 
derstanding of and interest in a boy’s 
whole being. (4) They must be real 
Bible-believing Christians. It is signifi- 
cant that almost half of the present staff 
have graduate degrees, and about the 
same number have attained the highest 
scholastic honor of their colleges, — 
election to either Phi Beta Kappa or 
Sigma Xi. 

All very interesting, one may say, but 
private schools are not for people of 

















Lesson for January 1 


moderate means, only the opulent can 
pay the price. Well, let us see. Here is 
a fine lad whose mother is a member 
of a good Southern family. Left alone 
by her husband shortly before the boy’s 
birth, she has supported herself and her 
son for thirteen years by working as a 
waitress. Then there is the son of a 
general storekeeper in a little country 
village. There are others, sons of 
widowed mothers,— one a school teacher, 
another a worker in a beauty parlor, 
still another dependent on a small in- 
surance income. Here is a fine little 
fellow of thirteen, one of a family of 
four left fatherless by an automobile 
accident, and worse than motherless by 
reason of the incurable illness of the 
mother. How is it possible for him to 
be here? Ask the sister, the only one of 
the family who is earning any money. 
She had faith in God, and he opened the 
way. What is.this group of over a score 
of fine, earnest-looking lads? They are 
the sons of faithful missionaries of the 
cross from all quarters of the world, 
whose small incomes would seem to pre- 
clude all thought of their boys’ attend- 
ance at such a school. Also in the group 
are sons of Bible-believing ministers 
from all parts of America. Oh, yes, there 
are many boys in Stony Brook repre- 
senting families successful in the fields 
of architecture, art, banking, invest- 
ments, law, manufacturing, medicine, 
and the like, but there they are in 
cordial and intimate fellowship with the 
other groups,—a real Christian democ- 
racy composed of individuals from many 
foreign lands and many states of the 
Union from Maine to Louisiana and 
from New York to California. 

The solution of the mystery is found 
in these words from the School cata- 
logue, which fitly express the policy of 
the School from the very beginning: 
“Although parents are generally ex- 
pected to pay the usual rate, Stony 
Brook is reluctant to turn away capable 
and worthy boys whose only disqualifi- 
cation is inability to meet the estab- 
lished rates.” It is a fine thing to send 
missionaries to the foreign fields, but 
does the Christian’s responsibility end 
there? What are they to do about the 
proper education of their children? We 
cannot evade the responsibility. The 
members of Stony Brook’s staff have by 
personal sacrifice up to this time sup- 
plemented the gifts that have been made 
by God’s stewards for this vital mission- 
ary service. But now, because generous 
friends of long standing have passed on, 
and because as the result of depressions 
and recessions it has become impossible 
for others to give as generously or as 
often as they previously did, and be- 
cause others have suffered drastic reduc- 
tions in their incomes, Stony Brook 
stands at the crossroads. Progress 
straight ahead will mean the continu- 
ance and expansion of its contribution 
to the Christian education of worthy 
boys. Turning aside can only mean the 
curtailing of the missionary help that 
has been such an outstanding charac- 
teristic of its work. 

It is significant that the current short- 
age in funds is almost exactly measured 
by the allowances to these Christian 
workers. In other words, the only devi- 
ation from ordinary cautious business 
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management is in these cases. This 
should be a challenge to earnest -Chris- 
tians everywhere. Gifts totaling about 
$15,000 are needed to continue the work 
even on the present rigidly economical 
basis. Churches or individuals by the 
payment of $500 during the year can 
fully support one missionary boy. An 
accumulation of smaller gifts will ac- 
complish the same purpose. Some may 
want to establish endowments for the 
permanent care of one or more boys. 
One dormitory is in urgent need of ex- 
tensive repairs and rebuilding. A science 
building is badly needed — what a fine 
memorial this would be to some man or 
woman! There are many other needs 
that have been necessarily neglected 
during the years of depression. The 
meeting of these needs cannot much 
longer be postponed if Stony Brook is 
to live and grow. But the urgent need 
now is for Christians who are willing to 
give these fine boys the education under 
Christian influences which they deserve 
and need. 

The School has many touching and 
heartfelt letters of thanks and appre- 
ciation written by parents of past and 
present Stony Brook boys. Shall other 
parents in the years to come have reason 
to write similar letters? As one stands 
at night on the shore of near-by Long 
Island Sound, many lighthouses can be 
seen. But in no case does the light ex- 
tend more than a comparatively few 
miles. Stony Brook through the years 
has shone far and wide as a beacon 
light pointing the way onward and up- 
ward to the goal of real education and 
its proper application in the service of 
mankind. 


SWARTHMORE, PA. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I was invited to a 
birthday party last Sunday, and Mother 
wouldn’t let me go, because she said it was 
not a nice bunch of young people for me 
to associate with. None of these care about 
Jesus, so mother was afraid I couldn’t be 
happy with them, and she also was afraid 
I would do the things they did. I didn’t 
think it was wrong to go with them. It was 
only a birthday party, and they were going 
swimming and after swimming we were go- 
ing to have supper. I do not see anything 
wrong in my going with them. I am almost 
seventeen years old. The boys smoke and 
Mother doesn’t like that, but I wouldn’t do 
anything of that kind, and feel I might have 
gone with them. Will you answer this ques- 
tion for me, and tell me if it were better 
for me to stay home or to go? 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your question is an 

interesting one, because it brings 

to our attention the old question of obe- 

dience! I can see how at your age you 

are wanting to “try your wings,” and it 
(Continued on page 931) 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“Up, Let's Trudge Another Mile” 


HE words constitute one of those in- 

comparable headings to be found at 
the top of every page in Alexander 
Smellie’s wonderful little book of daily 
devotions. And that’s invariably the 
way my soul responds when I receive 
a hail from some other pilgrim on the 
steep ascent, especially when it comes 
from one of that goodly company, the 
great SunDAy ScHooL Times Family. 
Sometimes, though rarely, I meet them 
on the road. Oftener on some particu- 
larly commonplace day, when I’m feel- 
ing more like a squirrel in a cage than 
usual, out in the mailbox I find a greet- 
ing, maybe from Canada, or one of the 
Carolinas, or some small town out in the 
sandhills of Nebraska, or even from far 
away British Africa. Sometimes they 
are written with pencil in a hand as 
cramped as my own, semi-occasionally 
beautifully typed on stiff business sta- 
tionery with an important looking let- 
terhead; for we’re a motley crew, we 
strangers and pilgrims migrating to the 
Celestial City. Once there was the merry 
thrill of getting one from dear Grandma 
P——, my neighbor on an Indian Reser- 
vation not over fifty miles away, though 
her letter had journeyed clear to Phila- 
delphia and back. So many things we 
found in common when we met soon 
afterward. Perhaps the sweetest of all 
are the greetings from boys and girls in 
college or from those trying to decide 
what to Go with their precious young 
lives. 

In any case it’s wonderful how the 
kinks come suddenly out of aching mus- 
cles and the breath becomes less labored 
and you feel good for the stiffest climb 
just for knowing that another is on the 
road with you. One shout of encour- 
agement from Faithful or young Hope- 
ful can dispel all the gloom caused by 
encountering no end of such as Demas 
or Worldly Wiseman. 

In the very beginning God saw that it 
is not good for man to be alone. Then 
it was that he provided that blessed 
comfort, human fellowship. I feel sure’ 
that it will never wholly fail us, how- 
ever much iniquity may abound and the 
love of the many wax cold. 

There’s a world of cheer and encour- 
agement to be found in Christian hymns, 
especially the hymns of those who 
climbed the steep ascent to Heaven be- 
fore us and have passed beyond our ken. 
In them the pilgrims of the night seem 
to have been able to voice sentiments 
and emotions that might otherwise be 
beyond the range of human speech, 
frozen on stammering lips. And there 
are the devotional books of the saints 
of past ages. Often in some dilapidated, 
musty old volume one comes suddenly 
upon a hail that sets the heart singing. 
“TI have a key in my bosom called Prom- 
ise that will open any lock.” “That is 
good news, brother.” Oh, we are a gal- 
lant company, seen and unseen. Up, 
then, let’s trudge another mile. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 1. PETER CALLED TO SERVE 


International Uniform Lesson.— John 1: 35-42; Luke 5:1-11 
Golden Text.—Come ye after me, and | will make you to become fishers of men.—Mark 1: 17 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is John 1:40-42; Luke 5:1-11 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


John 1:40 One of the two which heard John speak, and fol- 
lowed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon; and saith unto him, 
— found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 

rist. 

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, 
he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 


Luke 5:1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon 
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gernesaret, 

2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen 
were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, 
and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. 
And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. 

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch 
cut into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 

5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled 
all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word 
I will let down the net. 

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude 
of fishes: and their net brake. 

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the 
other ship, that they should come and help them. And they 
came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the 
draught of the fishes which they had taken: 

10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said uiito Simon, 
Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 

11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook 
all, and followed him. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 1:40 One of the two that heard John speak, and followed 
him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He findeth first 
his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the 
Messiah (which is, being interpreted, 1 Christ). 42 He brought 
him unto Jesys. Jesus looked upon him, and said, Thou art 
Simon the son of *John: thou shalt be called Cephas (which 
is by interpretation, * Peter). 

Luke 5:1 Now it came to pass, while the multitude pressed 
upon him and heard the word of God, that he was standing by 
the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and he saw two boats standing by the 
lake: but the fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing 
their nets. 3 And he entered into one of the boats, which was 
Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And he 
sat down and taught the multitudes cut of the boat. 4 And when 
he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Put out into the deep, 
and. let down your nets for a draught. 5 And Simon answered 
and said, Master, we toiled all night, and took nothing: but at 
thy word I will let down the nets. 6 And when they had done 
this, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes; and their nets 
were breaking; 7 and they beckoned unto their partners in the 
other boat, that they should come and help them. And they 
came, and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But 
Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 For he was 
amazed, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes 
which they had taken; 10 and so were also ‘James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 
unto Simon, Fear not: from henceforth thou shalt *catch men. 
11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they left all, 
and followed him. 

1That is, Anointed. Comp. Psa. 2:2. 2Gr., Joanes: called 
in Matt. 16:17, Jonah. * That is, Rock or Stone.’ 4 Or, Jacob. 
5Gr., take alive. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the ‘Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N STUDYING the life and ministry of 
| Simon Peter we shall see how God 

can make an outstanding witness to 
his truth from most unlikely material. 
Who would have thought of the rugged, 
impetuous, profane fisherman Simon 
ever becoming the eloquent, spiritual 
preacher, whose burning words would 
be used to the conversion of thousands 
of souls? But God works with what 
he brings, not simply with what he 
finds. Simon the fisherman, regener- 
ated, becomes Peter the apostle, to 
whose sermons and letters the whole 
world owes a debt that it can never pay. 
While his ministry was primarily 
toward the Jews, yet the “branches run 
over the wall” (Gen. 49:22), and he 
was the one specially chosen of God 
to open the door of faith to the Gen- 
tiles (Acts 15:7). A man of strong 
prejudices, his narrow views were 
superseded by remarkable breadth of 
vision when taught by the Holy Spirit. 
Like his brother apostle, Paul, he de- 
lighted in “the true grace of God” (1 
Pet. 5:12), which knows no national or 
racial boundaries. Hence his messages 
are the delight of believers from among 
the nations, whom he once despised, as 
well as among those of Jewry, who 
have found in the Lord Jesus the prom- 
ised Messiah. 





The Historical Setting 


We do not know how old Simon was 
when he was first brought to Jesus. 
From that day on, which was in the 
beginning of our Lord’s public minis- 
try, he was identified prominently with 
the testimony of Christ, until his mar- 
tyrdom, probably by crucifixion in 
Rome, about A. D. 67, or shortly after- 
ward. 


Verse by Verse 


John 1:40.—‘Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother.” We do not know much about 
Andrew’s qualifications for platform 
ministry, but he was a quiet personal 
worker who will always be remembered 
as the one who introduced his more 
brilliant brother Simon to Christ. 


Verse 41—“The Messias ... the 
Christ.” Both words mean “the 
Anointed,” the one being from the He- 
brew, the other from the Greek. It was 
Andrew’s high privilege to know Christ 
first and then to lead his brother into 
that knowledge. 


Verse 42—‘“Thou shalt be _ called 
Cephas, ... A stone.” Cephas and Peter 
are synonymous, the first Aramaic, the 
second Greek. Both mean the same 
thing. Peter himself calls all believers 
living stones built on Christ himself (1 
Pet. 2:4, 5). Jesus doubtless referred to 
the rocklike character which would re- 
place his natural vacillation. 


Luke 5:1.—“By the lake of Gennesa- 
ret.” That is, the sea of Galilee, on the 


northwestern shore of which this in- 
cident took place. 


Verse 2.—‘Two ships standing by.” 
The Lord looked for a vantage place 
where he might take his stand as he 
instructed the throng that pressed to the 
water’s edge. 


Verse 3.—“One of the ships, which 
was Simon’s.” While Simon was a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, he had not yet been 
called to full-time service, as we say 
today. He was carrying on as usual in 
the fishing business. Jesus entered his 
ship, and when it was thrust out from 
the land it became his pulpit. 


Verse 4.—“Launch out... let down.” 
Jesus knew that Simon did not as yet 
really know him, though he was ready 
to be taught by him. He took charge 
of affairs and told the experienced fish- 
ermen to do what was most unusual — 
launch out and let down the nets in 
broad daylight. 


Verse 5.—“Nevertheless at thy word.” 
Surprised, Simon at first seemed about 
to protest, but though he evidently con- 
sidered it unlikely that he would get 
a catch, he obeyed and let down the net. 


Verse 6—“Their net brake.” As the 
finny treasure of the deep rushed into 
the net it proved too weak to stand the 
strain. 


Verse 7.—“Beckoned unto their part- 
ners.” Another ship owned by the same 
firra was near, to whom they signaled 
for help, but so great were the numbers 




















Lesson for January 1 


of fish taken that both ships were filled 
and began to sink. 

Verse 8.—“I am a sinful man.” Ina 
moment Simon’s eyes were opened. He 
realized that only a supernatural per- 
son could have thus commanded the 
fish of the sea to enter his net after the 
fruitless efforts of the night before. 
With this came a crushing sense of his 
own unworthiness, which brought him 
down in repentance at the feet of Jesus. 

Verse 9.—‘He was astonished, and all 
that were with him.” But evidently his 
companions were not all affected as he 
was. It is one thing,to be amazed at 
the power of Christ, but quite another 
tc be abased before him. 

Verse 10.—“Thou shalt catch men.” 
This was Simon’s call to the apostolate. 
He was to become an efficient angler 
for the souls of men. The language of 
the Lord would appeal to him because of 
his calling. His energies were now to be 


turned into new channels fer blessing 


to mankind. 


Verse 11—“They forsook all, and fol- 
lowed him.” There were four men defi- 
nitely called and separated to Christ’s 
service that day: Andrew and Peter, and 
also James and John. Henceforth they 
were to go about with Jesus and pre- 
pared for a wide and blessed ministry of 
soul-winning. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a great thing to be called of God 
to sacrificial service on behalf of a lost 
world; a tremendous event in the his- 
tory of a soul when the voice of Christ 
is heard saying, “Follow me, and I will 
make you .’ All are not fitted 
for the same tasks; all cannot work in 
the same way. But each one who yields 
himself: to the Lord Jesus for definite 
service will find that he enables, trains, 
and directs, so that the life thus sur- 
rendered will be used to his glory and 
to the winning of the lost and the bless- 
ing of the saved. “Fishers of men” is 
an apt figure. It requires much wisdom 
and great patience to become an effec- 
tive agent in the business of “taking 
men alive,” but he who is willing to 
learn at the Master’s feet and is quitk 
to obey his commands will indeed be 
“made” whatever he would have one be. 


Lesson Outlines 
SmMoN PETER 

Andrew attracted to Jesus (John 1: 
40)" 

Simon found by Andrew (v. 41) 

The message proclaimed (v. 41) 

Brought to Jesus (v. 42) 

Renamed (v. 42) : 

Serving the Master in business (Luke 
5:3) 

Learning his sinfulness and Christ’s 
holiness (v. 8) 

Reassured and called to be a fisher of 
men (v. 10) 

Forsaking all for Jesus’ sake (v. 11) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


If Andrew had been content to know 
Jesus himself, and indifferent to the 
needs of his brother, how much he 
would have missed, and what a loss it 
would have been to the cause of Christ ! 
His zeal in finding his brother and in- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter, 1939 

January 1.—Peter Called to Serve. 
John 1:35-42; Luke 5:1-11 

. January 8—Peter Commended and 
Be ee ee eee Matthew 16:13-25 

. January 15.—Peter Sees Christ’s Glory. 
Matthew 17:1-18; 2 Peter 1:16-18 

. January 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 

5. January 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19 

6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
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| EEE CEE OLE ee Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 
7. February 12.—Peter Heals a Lame 
ee ee eee Acts 3:1 to 4:22 


8. February 19.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Its Social Perils (A social aspect of 
the liquor problem). 
Amos 6:1-6; 1 Peter 2:11, 12; 4:1-5 
February 26.—Peter in Samaria. Acts 8:4-25 
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troducing him to Jesus was destined to 
mean much for all the centuries to come. 


Successful fishing for men is an art in 
itself, divinely taught; and only the 
Spirit-filled angler will prove really suc- 
cessful. The bait is the Word of God, 
the hook is the convicting power of the 
Holy Ghost. It is he who gives the 
patience and the wisdom that enables 
the Gospel fisherman to rise above all 
discouragements and overcome all dif- 
ficulties. If the bait is soaked in prayer, 
it proves much more effective than 
otherwise. 


Repentance is illustrated by that scene 
in the boat where the astonished Simon 
falls at the Saviour’s feet and lays hold 
of him who is the needy soul’s only 
hope, even as he cries, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” He 
realized his lost condition, confessed his 
sin, and clung to Christ, who alone can 
save. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


If you have found Christ yourself, 
what are you doing about that brother 
who does not yet know him? 


Do we not hinder souls often by argu- 
ing with them about religion instead of 
just inviting them to come with us to 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

What is better and more convincing 
than the personal testimony of one who 
can say, “I have found him”? 

Do we know Jesus only as the prom- 
ised Saviour and Messiah, or have we 
also yielded to him as our Sovereign 
Lord? 

Have we learned the blessedness of 
acting instantly in obedience to the com- 
mand of Christ even though it may seem 
to be in opposition to .what men call 
common sense? 

Common sense told Simon it was use- 
less to cast the net when and where 
Jesus bade him, but faith caused him to 
obey. Have we learned the precious- 
ness of this? 

Have we fallen in repentance at the 
feet of the Saviour, confessing cur guilt 
and trusting his grace? 

Do we who already know the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus recognize our 
responsibility to become fishers of men 
who are still in their sins? 


” Zs 


Augustine said that “God’s commands 
are God’s enablings.” Have we learned 
to act on his word, counting on him to 
empower us to do his will? 

Are we more interested in material 
gain, or in sharing spiritual realities 
with our fellows? j 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

John the Baptist pointed Andrew to 
Jesus, and Andrew invited Simon to the 
Christ he had found. 

Simon became the messenger of God 
to bring thousands to a knowledge of 
redemption. 

It is impossible to estimate the value 
or gauge the final results of leading one 
soul to the Saviour. 


Jesus used Simon Peter’s boat as a 
pulpit, and thus set us an example of 
pressing common things into the service 
of God. ° 

No doubt Peter listened with approval 
as Christ preached to others, but his own 
conscience apparently was not reached. 

When he saw the fish rise and crowd 
the net after the bidding of Jesus to 
cast in that particular place, Peter knew 
the Creator of the fish was in his boat. 

A realization of who Jesus was 
brought Simon to his knees and led to 
his abject confession of his sinfulness. 


It was a red-letter day for Peter when 
Christ raised him up, calmed his fears, 
and commissioned him to become a 
fisher of men. 


God is concerned, not simply with the 
masses as such, but specially with the 
individual man, and he would have us 
imitate him in this. “J 

The great catch of men on the day of 
Pentecost was but a fulfillment of the 
promise made in Peter’s boat. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
N YOUR judgment, what was the greatest 
thing Andrew ever did? 


2. What do we mean when we speak of 
the Messiah or the Christ? 


3. When Christ changed a man’s name, 
what did it indicate? 


4. What led Jesus to go into Peter’s ship? 


5. What command did Jesus give to Peter 
at the conclusion of the sermon? 


6. Why did this seem strange, if not even 
foolish, to Peter? 


7. How did he act, and what happened? 
8. How did this affect Peter? 
9. What was the Lord’s response? 


10. What change did this make in Peter's 
life? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 927 of this issue. 


The Wall Calendar made for the 
world-wide circle of SunpDAy ScHOOL 
Times readers is mdde up of twelve 
pages with as many pictures of the mar- 
velous progress being made today in 
Palestine. In addition there are the Uni- 
form Lesson titles and lesson Scripture 
for each Sunday, and a Scripture verse 
for each day. This Calendar is an ideal 
all-year-round gift. Prices range from 
30 cents each to $17 a hundred. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are gee ee 4 having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

When Going Whaling.—I will make 
you to become fishers of men (Golden 
Text). A sailor had just returned from 
a whaling voyage, and he was taken by 
a friend to hear an eloquent preacher. 
After the sermon he said, “Jack, wasn’t 
that a fine sermon?” “Yes, it was ship- 
shape,” said Jack, “the masts just high 
enough, the sails and the rigging just 
right, but I did not see any harpoons. 
When a vessel goes on a whaling voy- 
age, the great thing is to get whales. 
They do not come because you have a 
fine ship; you must go after them and 
harpoon them. The preacher must be 
the whaler.”—From the Rev. W. H. Grif- 
fith Thomas. Sent by Marjorie M. Bow- 
den, Villisca, Iowa. 


Aim-day-co.—Fishers of men (Golden 
Text). It is said of Miss Reside, the 
first woman missionary to Kiowa In- 
dians of Oklahoma, that after she had 
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been with the Indians long enough for 
them to know what it meant to be a 
Christian, they gave her a new name. 
They called her Aim-day-co. Chief 
Bigtree, in explaining this name, said, 
“When we Kiowas see anyone on the 
wrong road we call out, ‘Aim-day-co"’ 
(‘Turn this way.’) Our sister came to 
us from a far land, and found us all on 
the wrong road, and in great danger. 
She stood in a new road and called to 
us and said, “Turn this way,’ and showed 
us the Jesus road. God bless Aim-day- 
co.”"—From Moody Monthly. Sent by E. 
M. James, Toronto, Can. 


In the Elevator.—And he brought him 
to Jesus (John 1:42). We have a mar- 
velous opportunity to witness for the 
Lord Jesus Christ in a way preachers 
cannot witness. In business we meet 
multitudes of people who never go to 
church. Peter Stam comes into my of- 
fice occasionally. He came one morning, 
and we had a delightful time of fellow- 
ship. When he was leaving, another 
gentleman, an executive in a large 
utility company, who had been calling 
on one of the members of our firm, was 
leaving also, and they took the same 
elevator. The only occupants of the car 
were Mr. Stam, the gentleman, and the 
lady who operates the elevator. Mr. 
Stam never misses an opportunity to 
witness. He said to the elevator opera- 
tor, as he was getting off, “I hope when 
you make your last trip it will be up 
and not down.” The girl was so startled 
she swallowed her gum. He said, “My 
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dear girl, I am getting on in years. I 
am seventy, and one of these days I am 
going to meet my Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. I hope I shall meet you 
there.” She hasn’t forgotten  that.— 
From Erling Olsen, in Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


“Poor, Wretched, Blind.”—For I am a 
sinful man (Luke 5:8). John B. Gough 
was once placed in a pew with a man 
so repulsive that he moved to the far- 
ther end of the pew, according to Amos 
R. Wells. The congregation began to 
sing Charlotte El#iot’s hymn, “Just as I 
am, without one plea.” The man joined 
in the singing so heartily that Mr. Gough 
moved up nearer, though the man’s sing- 
ing was “positively awful.” At the end 
of one of the stanzas, while the organ 
was playing the interlude, the man 
leaned toward Mr. Gough and whis- 
pered, “Won’t you please give me the 
first line of the next verse?” Mr. Gough 
replied: “Just as I am, poor, wretched, 
blind.” The man replied: “That’s it; 
and I am blind—God help me; and I 
am a paralytic.” The man, in his piti- 
ful condition, tried with his twitching 
lips to make music of the glorious words. 
Mr. Gough then thought that never in 
his life had he heard music so beautiful 
as the blundering singing of that hymn 
by the paralytic.—Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Zogreo.—And Jesus said unto Simon, 
Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men (v. 10). Taking men alive is 
the chief business and responsibility of 
Christians. The Lord said to Simon 
Peter, after working a miracle in a great 
draught of fishes: “Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men.” The 
literal Greek is, “Thou shalt take men 
alive.” The verb zogreo occurs in only 
one other New ‘Testament passage: 
where Paul speaks of men who are 
taken alive by the Devil (2 Tim. 2:26). 
In the one case men are taken alive 
by Christ unto eternal life; in the 
other, they are taken alive by Satan 
unto eternal death. Dr. Herbert Lock- 
yer has put the same truth in an- 
other way: “The difference between 
catching men and catching fish is that 
you catch fish that are alive and they 
die: you catch men that are dead and 
bring them to life.’—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Wanda Conrad, 
Imogene, Iowa; and Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


Bringing a New Scholar. — From 
henceforth thou shalt catch men (v. 10). 
“Children, I want each of you to bring 
a new scholar to Sunday school with 
you next Sunday,” said the superintend- 
ent to his scholars one day. “I can’t get 
any new scholars,” said several of the 
children to themselves. “I'll try what 
I can do,” was the whispered response 
of a few others. One of the latter class 
went home to his father, and said, 
“Father, will you go to the Sunday 
school with me?” “I can’t read, my son,” 
replied the father with a look of shame. 
“Our teachers will teach you, dear 
father,” answered the boy, with respect 
and feeling in his tones. “Well, I'll go,” 
said the father. He went, learned to 
read, sought and found the Saviour, and 
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at length became a colporteur. Years 
passed on, and that man had established 
four hundred Sunday schools, into which 
thirty-five thousand children were gath- 
ered !—From P. B. Power, in Christian 
Alliance Full Gospel Quarterly. Sent by 
Miriam Kingsbury, Cavendish, Vermont. 
Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank thee, 
our Father, for the high privilege of leading 
any other human soul to the Lord Jesus. We 
thank thee that faithful Andrew sought out 
his brother Peter, and brought him to Jesus. 
What a beginninig in the life of that fisherman 
who became such a fisher of men! We thank 
thee that he, himself, answered so promptly 
the call into the Lord’s service, and that out 
of this first obedience arose the allegiance 
that was his, after much faltering, through 
shadow and sunshine. We thank thee for the 
privilege of studying the life of this man, and 
we ask thee to teach us very deeply the way 
in which the Lord Jesus became Lord of his 
life, and he a self-sacrificing and loyal friend 
in the Lord’s service. We ask this in the 
name of that same Lord. Amen. : 

After the Lesson—We are to have in 
the first quarter of this new year a series 
of studies in the life of the apostle Peter. 
We shall see him as a fisherman, called 
into a definite sort of fishing. We shall 
see him rebuked, and then denying his 
Lord, and then joyously declaring his 
love. He preaches a marvelous sermon; 
he heals a lame man; he goes on preach- 
ing. Thrown into prison, he is mirac- 
ulously delivered, and he writes some 
letters to those whom he would help, 
telling of his own experiences, lifting up 
before others the cost of their redemp- 
tion. 

As we study the life of this great 
apostle, through all the downs and ups 
of his experiences, there is a little phrase 
in one of his letters which I think we 
ought to keep in mind through all his 
history. “Are kept” are the two words 
that I should like to have you remem- 
ber when you think of Peter, for there 
was a terrible moment when he denied 
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the Lord, when his faith might have 
failed if the Lord- had not prayed for 
him, that his faith fail not. It is not 
strange that Peter, in writing to Chris- 
tians, should remind them that it is not 
their strength, nor their skill that holds 
them up, but in the mercy and love of 
God they “are kept.” So are you, so 
are all of us who will trust him, the 
Lord Jesus. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Finders—Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother ... saith unto him, We have 
found the... Christ (John 1:40, 41). We 
are going to spend a little while with 
one of the Gospel’s heroes. And with 
one who is a prime favorite with this 
present writer. Let us hope also with 
you. Because in spite of so many of 
our own weedy qualities which were 
in full bloom in Peter, the Lord Jesus 
took him as a disciple. Yes, and put 
him up at the head of the class. 

Here in these verses we make the 
discovery that Peter did not find Jesus, 
nor did Jesus find Peter. Peter had 
a real brother. One of the unselfish and 
devoted sort that cuts the apple in two, 
and who would say, “Here, Si, help your- 
self to my neckties!’ (The reason I use 
the necktie illustration is because this 
is what is going on with my grandsons 
and my collection of neckties !) 

Blessed is that family which possesses 
an Andrew. That fine spirit, finding a 
good thing, lets “Peter” and the family 
in on it. 

We do not know much about Andrew. 
He found brother Peter and the boy 
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with the five loaves and two fishes, both 
big accomplishments (John 6:8, 9). Yet 
save for a St. Andrews Church now and 
then, and the Brotherhoods that bear 
the name, Andrew is as little known 
as some other great founders. 

Some years ago America and Eng- 
land were thrilled by some “Kaleyard 
story writers.” Not many readers of 
this Corner know much more about Sir 
William Robertson Nicoll than they 
know about Andrew, but it was Sir Wil- 
liam and his paper The British Weekly 
who found “Beside the Bonny Brier 
Bush,” by Ian Maclaren, “Peter Pan,” 
by Barrie, “Stickit Minister,” by Crocket. 
This .for letters. All you know about 
Sir Humphrey Davy is his safety. lamp. 
But Sir Humphrey found Michael Far- 
aday, whose researches made him the 
father of the electrical age in which we 
live. 

Many of us play our little parts in 
this world by being the little known 
finders of the Peters who go ahead and 
do the big things. And what better job! 


Fishing.—He said unto Simon, Launch 
out into the deep. When they had this 
done, they inclosed a great multitude 
of fishes (Luke 5:4, 6). I was in New 
York City one prayer meeting night, and 
I dropped in at the Fifth Avenue 
Church, of which the late Dr Jowett 
was the minister. This verse happened 
to be the subject of his “talk.” By the 
magic of his word picturing and the 
charm of his diction, we were on the 
lake with these discouraged fishermen. 

(And by the way, to throw the TrmeEs 
and myself a little bouquet, Dr. Jowett, 
whom I met after the service, said, “I 
read the Busy Men’s Corner every week 
—and so you’re Ridgway! Well, Ridg- 
way, you help me preach !”) 

Fishing was a business with these 
men. No fish, no income. So you can 
well understand Peter’s wail, “We have 
toiled all night and taken nothing.” 

“But it can’t be any worse, boys, so 
let’s pull out for the deep water and 
let ’er down.” And oh, what a catch! 
Now note the change in Peter and his 
companions. The distance from the 
blue shadows of failure to the yellow 
sunshine of success is just a step over 
the sand dune. 

The Lord Jesus had proyen himself 
the master fisherman. Not by handling ' 
the net, but by causing the fish to be 
caught. The disciples had received their 
greatest lesson in successful evangeliz- 
ing. From ordinary takers of fish they 
were to be made into extraordinary 
fishers of men. I wonder if Peter thought 
of this incident on that memorable day 
when he “cast the net” and caught 
“about three thousand souls” (Acts 2: 
41). 

Some years ago when Yellowstone 
Park was served by horse-drawn 
coaches we came to the lake. We found 
this lake so alive with salmon trout 
that in a little while a fisherman could 
catch more than he could carry. He 
did not have to do any launching out 
into the deep. All that was needed was 
a line with hooks and bait. 

This world is a great Yellowstone 
Lake. It has so remained to this day. 
The place where you live is alive with 
“salmon trout” and a lot of other vari- 
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quiry concerning anything advertised in 
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lishers, ds well as the advertiser, by stat- 
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When a Boy Writes 
to His Headmaster 


Repeated testimony of the work that 
Stony Brook is doing in Christian edu- 
cation comes through such letters as 
the following, written by a boy to the 
Headmaster. 


“In full view of the supreme sacrifice mother 
made to send me to Stony Brook— making ends 
meet only by her faith in unrealities—and in 
full view of the concession made to me in finan- 
cial help during my three years, I can say with 
firm belief that # was worth it! We don't get 
rich and valuable things unless we pay for them. 
Others have paid for me, in money and in sacri- 
fice, to whichv] am in debt. 


**But I know that this fellow is more of a man 
now than if Stony Brook had not been his home 
for those three years. I hope some day to be 
able to prove that in a way as great as the mean- 
ing of Stony Brook to me.” 


Other boys are now at Stony Brook 
needing help—your help. It will take 
at least fifteen thousand dollars to pay 
the expenses of these boys for the rest 
of the school year. 


A Christmas Gift to a Worth-While Boy 


What greater satisfaction can you have 
than to make a Christmas gift to Stony 
Brook to help educate a boy in a Chris- 
tian way? 


aeaeemee) DETACH AND MAIL @®2e88 

Dr. FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Headmaster 

Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
I want to help in the wonderful work Stony Brook is 


doing. Here is my subscription for$.......- 
for the.scholarship fund. 


Signed 
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eties of sinners. (The salmon trout were 
no good, and we were warned not to 
eat them. Some of them contained a 
parasite.) 

Our job as fishers of men is to take 
them alive, and Jesus will cast out the 
“worm” (Mark 1:17; Isa. 66:24). 


Old Life Tags Along.—They forsook 
all, and followed him (Luke 5:11). It 
is Professor Faithknocker who tells his 
students, “The young Galilee reformer 
from his favored station on the shore 
could see a school of fish out in the 
lake and so direct the boat to where 
they were.” Oh, yeah! 

You will, however, please notice these 
men were old, experienced, master fisher- 
men, and they had no doubt about it 
being a sure enough miracle. They were 
there when it happened. 

One of the Faithknocker clan once 


. asked Mel Trotter how he knew he was 


converted and saved. Mel replied with 
that fetching smile of his, “Why, man, 
I was right there when it happened.” 
No argument for that. 

These skilled fishermen recognized 
Jesus as much more than just an ama- 
teur fish spotter. Here was a miracle, 
and only divinity can work miracles. 
It brought Peter, the leader, down to 
Jesus’ knees with the confession, “I am 
a sinful man, O Lord” (v. 8). Can you 
not hear Peter say, “Come on, mates, 
with Jesus will be our fishing business 
in the days to come”? 

As you study Peter’s life you will find 
that while he left his old trade for a 
new life, much of the old life, both the 
good and the not so good, continued 
with him. ? 

Peter and his associates were the raw 
material that Jesus selected for trans- 
forming into a _ soul-saving. piece of 
“machinery” for the preaching of his 
Gospel. That is to say, these lake fish- 
ermen were the pig iron, copper ingots, 
nickel matte with the dross to be refined 
out of them for the Lord’s great pur- 
pose (Mal. 3:2, 3; Isa. 1:25). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Intense Peter. 


Discussion: How shall we make these 
three months’ study of Peter most profit- 
able? How about getting a little blank 
book and opening up a “Credit and Debit” 
account with Peter, entering the items as 
we proceed through the quarter, and at 
the end striking a “Trial Balance’? We 
start him with a credit item today. 


Objective: Studying a character to maké 
character. 


AY, fellows, on this New Year’s Day 

we enter upon the study of one of 
the most intensely interesting charac- 
ters of the New Testament: Simon Peter. 
Indeed, from many points of view Peter 
stands at the very top of the list of all 
those associated with our Lord, for sheer 
human interest and for dynamic living. 
Paul the apostle is the only one who 
can be classed ‘with him in these re- 
spects. We are to have three whole 
months reviewing Peter’s remarkable 
career, and then the whole of the Sec- 
ond Quarter with Paul. What a won- 
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derful six months of study ahead of us! 
May the Holy Spirit teach us some great 
lessons from the lives of two such mar- 
velous characters. 

I think a multitude of us have a real 
affection for Peter because he was so 
human. We see ourselves reflected in 
his weaknesses, and that gives us a kind 
of. satisfaction when we realize how 
the Lord loved him in spite of his fail- 
ures, and how he finally overcame them. 
In fact, Peter did some reckless things 
we feel sure we would not do. He com- 
mitted folly that amazes us, and he did 
it even after (and almost immediately 
after) the Lord himself had plainly 
warned him. Running toward the wrong 
goal with the ball is just a slight error 
compared to the “boners” that Peter 
pulled in some oz his impulsive mo- 
ments. But the whole situation with- 
Peter and his mistakes and the final 
glorious victory he won is summed up 
in one thing the Lord said to him just 
before going out into Gethsemane: 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when thou 
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art converted, strengthen thy brethren” 
(Luke 22:31, 32). That tells the whoie 
story. Peter was a shining mark and 
the Devil wanted him; but Jesus out- 
witted Satan. 

Fellows, do you know that Jesus 
Christ will keep you true if you will 
place yourself unreservedly in his 
hands? He will. 

But today our first interest in Peter 
is how he got started with the Lord 
Jesus; and that brings in Andrew, 
Peter’s brother. When Andrew was con- 
vinced that Jesus was the Messiah of 
prophecy, he and John having spent 
the day with Jesus, his first thought was 
of Peter. Peter must know this, he 
said to himself; Peter, like myself, has 
been looking for the coming of this 
very One; I'll go tell him. We do not 
know where Andrew found Peter. Some 
have fancied that Peter was mending 
his nets. Peter was always doing some- 
thing. Whether it was the right thing 
or wrong thing, Peter was usually in 
action —he was never idle. I have no 
doubt he tumbled and talked in his 
sleep. Wherever you run upon Peter 
in the Gospel narrative or the Acts 
there is something lively doing and 
you get caught in the whirl of it. The 
only exception is in the Garden of 
Gethsemane when Peter and James and 
John slept instead of watching; and you 
will note that when Jesus returned to 
the three it was Peter whom he ad- 
Gressed in chiding them (see Matt. 26: 
40; Mark 14:37). Surely Peter would 
not go to sleep! He did; but it was 
only a few moments afterward that he 
was making up for lost time and had 
that sword out carving a man’s ear off 

Peter was brought to Jesus by An- 
drew. It was the best day’s work An- 
drew ever did. It was as though a man 
had gone out singlehanded and cap- 
tured a whole army for Jesus Christ, 
because of the mighty power with which 
Simon Peter was used in the conquests 
of his Lord. 

Fellows, you can never tell what tre- 
mendous results may issue from your 
simple effort to help another fellow find 
Christ. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


ve 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 923) 


1. The bringing of his brother Simon to 
Jesus. 


2. Jesus is the anointed King and Saviour, 
promised as Messiah to the Jews and as the, 
Christ for the Gentile world. 


3. A change of the inward man. 


4. He was crowded to the water’s edge and 
needed a place where he could speak with 
comfort. 

5. To launch out into the deep water and 
let down the net to catch fish. 

6. Fish were more frequently caught at 
night and their night’s toil had yielded noth- 
ing, so it seemed unlikely that tney would 
do better in the daytime. 

7. He did as Jesus commanded and en- 
closed a great multitude of fish. 

8. Peter realized that the Creator was in 
his boat in the person of Jesus, and this 
gave him to realize his own sinfulness as 
never before. ‘ 

9. He said, “Fear not,” and declared he 
would become a fisher of men thereafter. 

10. He left all and joined himself to the 
company of Jesus. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


We begin this new year with a series of 
lessons from the life of Peter. Make this 
vivid and alive for the children. I would 
suggest using a circular board three feet 
in diameter to mount the pictures for the 
quarter. Number it around like a clock, 
1 to 12, and put No. 13 at the center. Se- 
cure two pictures of Peter and two of 
Christ, one of each being small and one 
large. (David C. Cook Co., Elgin, Ill, 
handle the small pictures, and the large 
ones might be secured from Scripture cal- 
endars, lesson leaflets, etc.) 


As you teach Lesson One, thumbtack the 
large Peter at the center over ‘‘13.”” Thumb- 
tack the small picture of Christ between 
“1” and the center, far enough from ‘“1’’ to 
allow a picture of a boat to be placed just 
inside the number “1.” Each lesson will 
have a picture to be tacked just inside 
the lesson number, and we will move the 
pictures of Christ and Peter as the story 
progresses. You will not use the small 
Peter or the large picture of Christ until 
Lesson Five. For the last lesson you will 
need a cross made of brown cardboard. 
Make it about as tall as. your large pic- 
ture of Christ. This plan may not be clear 
to you, but if you follow directions, you 
will soon see how it works, and when you 
have finished the quarter, you will have a 
beautiful chart, not only showing the les- 
sons of the quarter, but also showing 
plainly to the children the change in Peter’s 
life, a change from a self-centered man to 
a Christ-possessed one. 

Teach these lessons with eternity in view. 

Our first picture on our new board, right 
up next to No. 1, is a boat. It would be a 
good idea to make a little cutout of a boat 
for each child to take home, first printing 
on it the Golden Text (Mark 1:17). 


E ARE beginning the New Year 

with lessons about Peter, and for 
thirteen Sundays we shall learn about 
him. Each Sunday we shall put some- 
thing on this big round board. Today 
our lesson is Peter’s New Teacher. We 
shall put this large picture of Peter right 
in the center. 

Peter was a fisherman on the Sea of 
Galilee. One day he and his partners, 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
were out by the side of the boat, wash- 
ing their nets. 

Jesus and those who were following 
him came walking along the shore, and 
when Jesus came to Peter’s boat, he 
stepped into it, and asked Peter to push 
it out a little from the bank. When this 
had been done, he sat down and taught 
the people from the boat. 

After Jesus had finished speaking to 
the crowd, he said to Peter, “Row out 
into the deep water, and let down your 
nets for a catch of fish.” Peter said, 
“We have fished all night and caught 
nothing, but if you say so, I'll let down 
the net.” And so he did. I expect Peter 
said to himself, “I’m a fisherman. I ought 
to know where to fish better than this 
teacher.” 

But when he let down the net, they 
got so many fish that the net broke. 
And so. Peter called his partners and 
they filled the two ships so they began 
to sink. . 

Peter and all the other fishermen were 
amazed at the great catch of fish. Peter 
fell down before Jesus, and cried out, 
“Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men.” 

And Peter followed Jesus. Peter didn’t 
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know he was the Son of God. He be- 
lieved Jesus was a great Teacher. We'll 
put this picture of Christ beside Peter, 
between Peter and No. “1.” 

We are going to put a boat here by 
“1,” so you'll think about Peter and his 
boat. And each of you has a boat on 
which to print the Golden Text (Mark 
1:17). Peter did not know what Jesus 
was talking about. Peter was a success- 
ful fisherman. He didn’t know he needed 
a Saviour. But Jesus knew he could 
change Peter, so he called him to fol- 
low him. You see we have a large 
picture of Peter, and a small one of 
Christ, for Peter felt that he was a big 
Peter, and Christ meant very little to 
him, just a teacher he liked, who did 
strange things. 

I wonder how many of us have a big 
I in our lives, and a very little Christ, 
because we have no room for him. 

Mopesto, CALir. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To help the girls plan a program 
of spiritual achievement for the year. 
Activity—Two valuable lesson aids 
would be a blackboard for outlines and 
simple illustrations of the lessons, and 
notebooks in which the class may keep 
a personal record of each lesson. Educa- 
tors tell us that we remember approxi- 
mately 25 per cent of what we hear, 50 
per cent of what we hear and see, and 75 
per cent of what we hear, see, and do. 
Memory Verse.—‘‘Come ye after me, and 


I will make you to become fishers of men” 
(Mark 1:17). 











IRLS, what are your motives and 

ambiticns for 1939? Do you sup- 
pose as God surveys your program for 
this ycar, that it pleases him? “As 
therefore you have received the Christ, 
even Jesus our Lord, live and act in 
vital union with him” (Col. 2:6, Wey- 
mouth). Simon Peter, the leading char- 
acter of the next quarter’s lessons, 
finally achieved this goal. 

Our lesson text opens with a scene 
from John 1:40-42. Simon had been 
taught about the coming Messiah, and 
no doubt with other devout Jews, he 
was looking for him to come soon. Im- 
agine his joy one day when brother 
Andrew came hurrying to him and ex- 
claimed, “We have found the Messias, 
the Christ.” Surely it did not take very 
much coaxing on the part of Andrew to 
bring Peter to the Lord Jesus. 

Notice how graciously the Lord wel- 
comed Peter. God the Son to whom 
Peter owed his very existence promised 
to remold this creature marred by sin, 
and fashion a new creature. “Thou shalt 
be called Cephas, ... A stone [or rock],” 
said the Lord. 

How are rocks formed? (The teacher 
might bring to class several hard rocks 
to illuminate this _ illustration.) i. 
Some have solidified from a melted con- 
Gition, as granite and lavarock. 2. Others 
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are formed when plants, animals, and 
fragments of other rocks are deposited 
in water, as sandstone and soft coal. 
3. Still other roéks are formed by a 
change in the first two classes, brought 
about mainly by heat and pressure, for 
example, marble and hard coal. We 
see from this that it takes heat, water, 
and pressure to harden rock. 

For three months we are going to 
study how the Lord Jesus changed ex- 
citable, unstable Simon into solid, dur- 
able, dependable “Rock.” 

1. Heat was applied. Peter’s heart was 
warmed by the unfailing love of his 
Saviour until there burned in that heart 
an intense love for others (Luke 22: 
61, 62; John 21:17; 1 Pet. 1:22). 

2. Water was used. The rough edges 
of his life were rubbed off, and he was 
cleansed and polished by the forgiving, 
transforming Christ until even unbe- 
lievers recognized in him a likeness of 
the Master (John 13:8, 9; Acts 4:13). 

3. The pressure of persecution com- 
pleted the hardening process in the life 
of Peter (Acts 5:41; 1 Pet. 2:20; 3:16). 

Now turn to Luke 5:1-11. The Lord 
Jesus must have performed this miracle 
to illustrate what he could do with sur- 
rendered fishermen. When they yielded 
the fishing situation to him, and it was 
not they but Christ who directed the 
work, amazing were the results! 

Quickly, though, did the Lord transfer 
the attention of the fishermen from fish 
to people. That very day they had 
witnessed the intense eagerness of the 
multitudes to hear God’s Word (vs. l- 
3), and they had begun to be aware of 
the need. When the One who could 
draw fish into empty nets promised sin- 
conscious Peter: “Fear not; from hence- 
forth thou shalt catch men,” Peter will- 
ingly forsook all and responded to the 
invitation to go forth and do his share 
in relieving what he now recognized as 
the basic need of mankind. 

Is the need for fishers of men as great 
today as it was in the day of Peter? 
Why? Let us make this question per- 
sonal. Does Christ want you to work 
for him? 

Notice the prescription which the 
Lord Jesus gave to Peter (Memory 
Verse). 

1. “Come ye after me.” When the 
Lord said, “CCome,” he awakened a de- 
sire in Peter for new adventure, but 
at that time Peter little realized the 
possibilities of his own personality de- 
velopment or of his later effectiveness 
in the service of the Son of God. 

How do you hear God’s call? Has a 
desire for adventure with Christ been 
aroused in your life? (The girls may 
discuss present-day opportunities to 
hear God’s call to them.) (1) Through 
prayer and study of the Word. (2) 
Through sermons or decision services. 
(3) Through personal recognition of the 
appalling need of the world. Name other 
ways. 

When several choices present them- 
selves, how can you be sure of the right 
one? (1) Pray, and be willing to wait 
for God’s assurance of the right solu- 
tion. Underline “wait.” Memorize and 
apply Proverbs 16:3. Incidentally, this 
verse would make an excellent motto. 
for 1939. (2) Weigh the circumstances 
to see where lies, not your greatest 























Lesson for January 1 


- desire, but your greatest responsibility. 
Suppose you had to choose between 
getting married, training for mission- 
ary service, and going to work so that 
your younger sister might continue in 
school. What would determine your 
choice? 

2. “I will make you to become fishers 
of men.” Peter would never have been 
fitted for the great work of evangelizing 
multitudes if he had not been willing 
to stop fishing and get acquainted with 
Jesus Christ. 

What can you do for Christ, not in 
distant years alone, but during 1939? 
Let us not pass hastily over this ques- 
tion. In your notebooks you may list 
some of your individual talents, and be- 
side these talents list the present oppor- 
tunities to use them to God’s glory. 
When you let him direct the “letting 
Gown of your nets” (your resources), 
he will control the results. Again note 
Proverbs 16:3. 

Next week we shall learn how some 
of Peter’s rough edges were smoothed 
off. Learn Matthew 16:16. 
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Martin Roost 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


“ MILLION martins,” said my old 

friend, the Naturalist, when I met 
him on Chestnut Street one September 
morning. 

“Where?” I questioned. 

“At a bird roost in Berlin. Come out 
tonight and see for yourself.” 

I had seen robin roosts and grackle 
roosts and crow roosts and a deserted 
factory chimney where ten thousand 
swifts put in for the night, but never had 
I seen or heard of a martin roost. 

Accordingly late that afternoon four 
of us started for the little town of Berlin 
in South Jersey. 

As we whirled along the state roads 
the swamps were ablaze with wild sun- 
flowers, and against their gold showed 
the dull, reddish-purple of the joe-pye 
weed. Here and there were turtleheads, 
those strange, closed white flowers with 
a pinkish tinge, and there were purple 
asters and a few late rose mallows 
gleaming like jacinths against the bril- 
liant green marsh grass. 

We passed through many tiny towns 
until at Berlin we turned into a dirt 
road whose raw red was in vivid con- 
trast to the smooth whiteness of the 
cement highway. 

Only a few hundred yards from the 
village we came to a patch of woods 
growing in a bit of marshland. Here 
and there among the swamp maples a 
single branch showed crimson. There 
were sweet gums and sour gums and a 
few black oak and pin oak saplings, 
while flanking the woods and much 
lower was a dense mass of bushes. Trees 
and bushes alike grew so closely and 
were so laced and threaded with cat 
brier, like green barbed wire, that it was 
difficult indeed to penetrate the place. 

We stopped the car. The sun had set, 
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and there were no signs of any birds 
except a half dozen purple martins cir- 
cling aimlessly around in the sky. Above 
them showed now and then the lithe, 
slim shapes of nighthawks hunting in- 
sects in the upper air. Several thousand 
mosquitoes, however, had escaped their 
search. 

“This is a great bird roost,” I said bit- 
terly as I slapped vigorously and 
watched two robins drop into the trees. 
“The only things roosting here are mos- 
quitoes —on me.” 

“Wait,” said the Naturalist. 

Suddenly the sky was blackened with 
a great flock of birds showing gray and 
black as they flew. Wheeling with mili- 
tary precision, they disappeared in a 
clump of trees near a neighboring house. 

“That’s the first band of starlings,” 
said the Naturalist. “They come and 
settle first in the trees by that house. 
When they decide that everything is 
safe, they’ll come over and fill this 
swamp.” 

Even as he spoke, regiment after regi- 
ment came whirling in from different 
parts of the sky until the branches bent 
and cracked with their weight. They 
kept up a constant babble of conversa- 
tion with a spray of clear, high notes 
rising now and then from the seething 
chatter of their voices. 

Then, flying low, came a sudden com- 
pany of about thirty black, slirn birds 
who dashed directly into the swamp 
and settled in the highest trees without 
a sound. They did not have the long 
tails of the grackles nor the crimson 
epaulets of the red-winged blackbirds, 
and not until I saw their brown heads 
did I recognize them as cowbirds. Then 
came another flock and another until 
they were arriving from all points of 
the compass, all in little detached, silent 
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bands like the first, until thousands and 
thousands had settled on the maple 
trees. 

Now and then a grackle or a few 
robins would come, but for the most 
part there were only cowbirds. I had 
never before realized that there were 
that many cowbirds in New Jersey, for 
ordinarily one only meets cowbirds 
singly or detects a few among a 
flock of blackbirds. Cowbirds, like the 
European cuckoos, lay their eggs in 
other birds’ nests. I have found them 
in nests ranging all the way from the 
big loose nest of the woodthrush to the 
little horsehair nest of the chipping 
sparrow. Wherever they are hatched, 
the young cowbirds prove fatal foster 
children, for they are invariably the 
death of the legitimate nestlings. 

The light grew dimmer, and suddenly 
with a whir a whirling maelstrom of 
starlings rose from the trees by the 
house and regiment after regiment took 
possession of the lower trees, while 
their voices drowned out the drone of 
the green locusts and the croaking of the 
frogs. 

Still there were no signs of the purple 
martins, and we watched the woods fill 
up with starlings and cowbirds until it 
seemed as if there would be no room 
for any more. 

Suddenly the darkening sky was pep- 
pered with black spots that seemed to 
come whirling down from the strato- 
sphere, and myriads and myriads of 
martins came dropping down until the 
whole sky, north, south, east, and west, 
was filled with them. They did not fly 
in regiments like the starlings, nor in 
detached bands like the cowbirds, but 
each one came wheeling down from the 
upper air separately, and dropped like 
a plummet into the underbrush of the 
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swamp. More and more came dropping 
down thick as rain, until the whole 
round of the sky was full of martins, and 
it did not seem possible that they could 
fly without striking each other, so 
crowded was the swamp. 

Most of them, too, had the white bel- 
lies that mark first-year martins. We 
saw a few tree and barn swallows 
among them. By seven-fifteen, just an 
hour after we came, every bird was in 
the trees or bushes, though how such 
a multitude found a place is more than 
I can explain. When we left, the place 
smelled exactly like a hen roost, and 
the air was heavy with the scent of the 
crowding, roosting birds. 

The Naturalist told us that the martins 
were the first birds up in the morning, 
flying at daybreak, and always due east. 

“How many do you think came in?” he 
finally inquired. 

“I counted a little over a million,” I 
told him. “Even at that there were twice 
as many mosquitoes.” 


HAVERFORD, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 8. How Did We Get Our Bible? Psa. 
19:7-11. 





Sunday, January 1 


Making This a “Happy New Year” 
(Psa. 16:8-11; Heb. 3:12-15) 





Mon.—Happiness in godly conduct (Psa. 


1:1-3). 

Tues.—Happiness in dealing with others 
(Rom. 12:9-16). 

Wed.—Happiness in God’s law (Psa. 119: 
41-48). 

Thurs.—Happiness in suffering (Acts 5: 
40-42). 

Fri.—Happiness in fellowship (1 John 1: 
1-4). 


Sat.—Happiness in service (Col. 3:16, 17). 











Our heavenly Father loves to see 

His children happy, brave, and strong 
With hearts as full of melody 

As spring is full of song. 


He grieves when they give place to grief, 
Or weigh with dread tomorrow’s fear; 
His promise chides their unbelief 
And challenges their tear. 


Then why, my soul, art thou cast down 
Though sun and stars forbear to shine 
Mistake not for thy Father’s frown 
Those somber thoughts of thine. 
J. H. Samis. 


ANY recipes have been given for 

happiness. Some tell us to think 
pleasant thoughts and to refuse to let 
our minds dwell on anything unpleas- 
ant. Others tell us that happiness can 
only be had as we strive to make others 
happy. Still others come with advice 
to lodk for something beautiful or lovely 
every day. ?, 

Now all of this is good advice, and 
we should do all of these things, — but 
they will not make us happy, as many 
of us have already found out. Good 
works and pleasant thinking, sincere 
though they be, can never bring hap- 
piness to a lost, sinful soul. Nor are 
they the secret of happiness to those 
who are born again. 


God, who knows our hearts better 
than we know them ourselves, tells us 
what will make us truly happy. The 
words he uses for “happy” in both the 
Old and the New Testaments carry the 
meaning of “blessed,” or “well off.” 
They speak of blessing that comes 
through being “straight,” or “level,” or 
“right.” 

The foundation of happiness is being 
right with God. That rightness im- 
plies trust and reverence,—the Old 
Testament “fear,’”—and obedience and 
childlike acceptance of all God has for 
us. Hence we read: 

“Blessed is every one that feareth 
the Lord; that walketh in his ways. 
For thou shalt eat the labour of thine 
hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall 
be well with thee” (Psa. 128:1, 2). 

“Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy 
is he” (Prov. 16:20). 

“Happy is the man that feareth [rev- 
erently trusts] alway” (Prov. 28:14). 
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Only when we are right with God 
and are trusting him do we have ac- 
cess to his treasures. There are some 
things that he dispenses alike to the 
just and the unjust, such as sunshine 
and rain. But his treasures are for 
those alone who love him and who are 
his children through acceptance of his 
Son as their Saviour and Lord. He 
promises to withhold from us “no good 
thing” (Psa. 84:11), and our Scripture 
lesson reminds us that at his right hand 
“are pleasures for evermore” (Psa. 16: 
11). 

But we must not overlook the fact 
that not only pleasant things bring hap- 
piness. James tells us that when we 
look at the prophets who suffered af- 
fliction, “we count them happy” (Jas. 
5:11). Peter writes: “But if ye suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: 
and be not afraid of their terror, neither 
be troubled” (1 Pet. 3:14); and again, 
“If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you” (1 
Pet. 4:14). James admonishes us to 
“count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
[various] temptations [testings]; know- 
ing this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience” (Jas. 1:2, 3). 


And so we must see that the secret 
of the Christian’s happiness lies neither 
in outward circumstances or conditions, 
nor in what we can do for ourselves, 
but in what God does for us. Joy, which 
is happiness at its best, is a part of the 
“fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22). Only 
as we trust the Lord to produce in us 
this fruit will we have real happiness. 
It must be his gracious gift, — Christ 
himself, — filling our whole life. 


x 


Will 1939 be a happy new year for 
you? It may be, by his grace. 
PHILADELPHIA. 





[ With the New Books 


Seven Saved Sinners. By William 
Ward Ayer, D.D. (Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
Have you noticed that there are just 
seven individual conversions recorded 
in detail in the Book of Acts? Dr. Ayer 
feels that these seven varied experi- 
ences are more or less typical of all 
conversions, that probably every twice- 
born soul can find in one of them much 
in common with his own experience. 
He notes that it is not what he terms the 
“hilarious” or “uproarious,” but the 
quiet, undramatic religious experiences 
that seem to predominate. His book is 
a detailed study of the seven, each clos- 
ing with an appeal to the unsaved. Dr. 
Ayer is a young preacher who in his 
present pastorate has succeeded some 
of the ablest men of his denomination. 
His ministry has been marked with a 
rich ingathering of the lost. The book 
is well interspersed with interesting, 
illustrative incidents. 

















Lesson for January 1 


Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Continued from page 921) 


is not easy to see just as Mother sees; 
but she has-.a great responsibility to 
God, in leading you so that in the end 
she can answer to God for the gift he 
gave her, when he gave you to her. You 
do not see the whole influence of com- 
panionship, at present, but one of these 
days, when you become a mother, you 
will see and appreciate the care in this 
guidance which Mother is giving you. 
There is an old adage that says, “Birds 
of a feather flock together.” Can you 
not see that while you feel you would 
not be tempted to do the things these 
others did who were in that group at the 
party, yet you would be considered as 
one of them, and your influence as a 
Christian would be impaired? How 
could you and they be congenial when 
they did not love your Lord, and were 
not following his leadership? In your 
Guide Book you can read, “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right” (Eph. 6:1). Now read the next 
two verses, and see that it is the first 
commandment with promise from God. 
He knows just how difficult it might 
be to keep this commandment, and con- 
sidering the influence of reward in the 
young mind, adds the reward for them, 
to show them the desire in his heart that 
children should be true to the guides 
he placed over every child. May the day 
come when you will have the joy of 
having children and pouring out your 
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love in their lives, so that they will 
understand mother love. 

Satan is an enemy who throws out to 
us the “only” this or that in a tempta- 
tion, and tries to show us how foolish 
the Narrow Road is. But God, watching 
over us, sees the cunning and the de- 
ceitful influences of our Adversary, and 
places in the heart of the godly mother 
the wisdom to discern the undercurrent 
of the enemy. How alert a Christian 
mother is! She is like the tiger who 
will not allow any harm to come to her 
cub. She springs into the fight and 
protects’ with her influence and her 
prayers, and then sometimes has to say 
“No” and displease her own child, whom 
she loves deeply. Dear child, approach- 
ing womanhood, be patient and follow 
the path Mother has chosen for you, un- 
der her guidance from Heaven. I am 
glad you stayed home, and believe you, 
too, are glad at this time. 





For Family Worship 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 
December 26 to January 1 
Mon.—John 1:35-42. 
Becoming Acquainted with Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They came and 
saw ... and abode with him that day.” 
We must know Christ as Saviour before 
we can appreciate him as Lord. Union 
leads to communion and companionship 
with Christ. “Then shall we know, if 
we follow on to know the Lord” '(Hos. 
6:3). Greater dealings with Christ in 
private and family worship, public at- 
tendance upon the Word and the ordi- 
nances, and obedience insure greater ac- 
quaintance with the Lord. Are you much 
with Christ? Pray for revival in Rou- 
mania. - 
Tues.—Luke 5:1-11. The Call of Peter. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Forsook all, and 
followed him.” Was this Peter’s second 
cali? (John 1:41-43.) Our Lord’s love 
persisted. Hesitating souls still are 
drawn by love. “With lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3). Won- 
ders of providence, the compulsion of 
the wooing Word, constrain modern 
Peters to forsake all and follow Christ. 
How is it with you, reader? Pray for 
every Christian missionary in Morocco. 
Wed.—Luke 5:27-32. Willingness to Serve. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He left all, rose 
up, and followed him.” Matthew left 
secular business for the Lord’s service. 
Christ moves to willingness by his ef- 
fectual invitations. Willingness is in- 
wrought by the Holy Ghost. “God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). Has 
the Spirit made you willing to do God’s 
will? Pray for days of blessing in China. 
Thurs.—Matthew 9:35-38. The Need of Helpers. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The labourers 
are few.”. The need of “helpers” is still 
overwhelming. Idlers in the church are 
many. Few are disposed to offer them- 
selves for their Master’s service. The 
parable of the Vineyard (Matt. 20), the 
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various “hours” mentioned, indicate that 
the need for “helpers” will be stagger- 
ing at the end of the age. How does 
“the labourers are few” apply to you? 
Pray for all Christian medical students. 


Fri.—John 15:7-16. Divine Partnership. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All things that I 
have heard of my Father I have made 
known unto you.” The love of Christ 
Jesus our Lord was communicated from 
the Father in his words and work. He 
revealed all that is best for us to know. 
Be silent where he is silent. His Word 
is your guiding star. As a faithful wit- 
ness and ambassador be devoted to his 
Word. Your witness is imperative. Pray 
for Christian nurses in training. 
Sat.—Matthew 19:16-21. Refusing to Serve. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He went away 
sorrowful.” Sorrow can be stirred by 
contrary appeals. The faint-hearted are 
grieved by exhortations, and the over- 
zealous are distressed by reproof. The 
Devil loves weak resolutions. Surren- 
der to the will of God. A cross is a 
joyful difficulty. God’s will is the meas- 
urement of your peace and victory. Pray 
for all mission doctors. 
Sun.—Ephesians 4:1-13. Worthy of the Call. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Walk worthy of 
the vocation.” Christian practice is the 
flower of faith. Enjoy the blessings at- 
tached to obedience to Christ. Be care- 
ful to maintain Christian good works in 
the right spirit. Lowliness and meek- 
ness are graces of Christ. God will be 
glorified if we walk “worthy of the vo- 
cation” wherewith we are called. Pray 
for missionaries’ children away at 
school. 


Wall Calendar 
for 1939 


The wall calendar for 1939, 
prepared for the exclusive use of 
the SUNDay ScHOOL TiMEs family, 
is made up of 12 pages, with as 
many pictures of the marvelous 
progress being made constantly 
in Palestine. 











The pictures are 614x8 inches 
in size; the full page is 9x16 
inches; and each page contains 
a Scripture verse for each day, 
and the topics and references for 
the International Uniform lesson 
for each Sunday. 


Prices range from 30 cents each 
to $17 a hundred. 


Send 30 cents for one calendar, 
and see for yourself its practical 
value for every day in the year 
1939. You will want to use this 
very attractive calendar for gifts. 
Many church organizations buy 
them in hundred lots as a con- 
venience to their members. 
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The Crucial Hour to Win Jews to Christ 
with the Word of God 


|. The Hour of Opportunity 


HE present hour presents the greatest opportunity of the 
centuries to win Jewish people to a saving knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The terrific persecution in Europe, 
and the alarming spread of anti-Semitism throughout the 
world, have made the hearts of the Jews peculiarly tender and 
receptive to the Word of God and the Gospel message. In their 
great sorrow and distress the Jews are seeking for something 
that will bring comfort and peace to their hearts and minds. 
Amazing things have been happening during the past few 
weeks in a well-known seaside resort where there are many 
Jews. Recently evangelistic services were being held in a Prot- 
estant church. * One night the evangelist spoke on a subject of 
special interest to Jews, and it is estimated that two hundred 
Jews were present. A few days later a Protestant pastor sent 
out a call for a prayer service on behalf of the oppressed Jews 
in Europe. The building was crowded, with many standing, and 
probably eight hundred of the audience of 1,000 were Jews! It 
seems unbelievable that Jews would flock in such numbers to a 
Protestant church ! It marks a new era in their attitude to the 
Gospel and to the Christian church. Now is the supreme 
moment to give them the Word of God, and the Gospel. 


Il. The Book for the Hour 


T IS the Lord’s doing that just at this time when the hearts 
of the Jews are so receptive to the Gospel, a special edition 
of the New Testament is ready for widespread distribution 
among them. It is called the “Old Testament Prophecy Edition,” 


i 
: 


& et ihites F 
Sviweee artes 





» Si - ens So" * ‘Wee 


Hundreds of Jews recently gathered for prayer in a Protestant church at a seaside resort near to this one on the Atlantic coast. 


and has just come from the press. Large numbers of verses in 
the New Testament that are the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecies, and many other verses that refer to the Cld Testa- 
ment, are set in bold faced type. Hundreds of chapter and 
verse references to the Old Testament are given at the bottom 
of the pages. At the front of this edition there are eight pages 
of “Old Testament Prophecies of the Messiah Fulfilled in the 
New Testament.” 

The Testament is printed in large, clear type, and is bound in 
handsome blue Fabrikoid. The Book was made especially aiiractive 
in appearance so that Jewish people might more readily receive 
it and agree to read it. The superintendent of a mission to 
Jews in New York, after receiving a supply of the New Testa- 
ments for free distribution among Jews, wrote us: “The 
‘Prophecy Edition’ of the New Testament will mean a new. page 
in missions to the Jews. For centuries the Word of God has 
been presented to them in a dress which was objectionable to 
the Jew, but now he will feel attracted to the Word of God.” 


Ill. This is Your Opportunity 


eae open-mindedness of the Jews at the present time is a 
clarion call to every reader of The Sunday School Times to 
give them the Word of God and the Gospel. Your gift will 
provide copies of the Prophecy New Testament for careful and 
prayerful distribution among Jewish people in America and other 
lands. The prophecy edition in English is now ready. A 
Prophecy New Testament in Hebrew is now being printed, and 





will be ready early next year for distribution in Europe, Pales- 
tine, and other lands. Let us pray earnestly day by day for the 
deliverance and salvation of the Jews, and then seek to place the 
life-giving Word of God in their hands as quickly as possible. 
Send your gift and follow it with your prayers. Precious souls 
may be led into the light of the Gospel through the Testaments 
you provide by your gift. 


IV. A Sure Reward for You 


ONG ago God said to Abraham, “I will bless them that 

bless thee.”” These words are as true today as when they were 
spoken. When we bless the Jews God is sure to bless us. And 
what greater blessing can you bring to the Jews than to provide 
them with these special Prophecy New Testaments? 


V. A World-Wide Crusade 


N THIS unparalleled hour of opportunity let us place New 
Testaments as quickly as possible in the hands of Jews through- 
out the world—in America, Europe, Palestine, and other lands. 
And while sending your donation to provide New Testaments 
for Jews throughout the world, do not forget the Jews in your 
own immediate community. The Prophecy New Testaments are 
given free of cost to Jewish Missions. The price of the Testa- 
ments for use among Gentiles is 35 cents a copy. They are sold 
to Christians at the special reduced rate Of 25 cents a copy on 
condition they are given free of charge to Jewish people. When 
sending your donation. to help in the world-wide work for Jews, 
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why not send for some copies of the Prophecy New Testament 
and give them carefully and prayerfully to Jews in your com- 
munity who will agree to read them? Let us show them the 
love of Christ and place in their hands and hearts the Life- 
giving Word of God! 


VI. A Special Offer—for a Short Time 


OR a limited time, a copy of the “Prophecy Edition” New 

Testament will be sent free of cost to each person who sends 
a donation for providing New Testaments for Jewish people in 
America, Europe, Palestine, and other lands. This edition shows 
how closely the Old and New Testaments are linked together. 
It will bring blessing to both Jews and Gentiles. 


. MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 

@ 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

a 

& DEAR SIRS: Enclosed find.......:. dollars for providing NewS > ~ 
& Testaments in various languages for Jewish people in America, Europe,,.5 a 
. Palestine, and other lands. Fw 

@ Am also enclosing. ...... doltess foe... 2: ss. Prophecy NewC ™@ 
oT d f a= > 

g testaments to be sent to me at the reduced rate of 25 cents, for person aa 
a distribution to Jewish people only. zoo 
. >=z 
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